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Abstract: This study aims to explore general parental perceptions of early childhood English education in 

kindergartens, and to probe the significant differences parental perceptions of English learning between public 

and bilingual kindergartens. In addition, the study also intends to discover parental opinions about the 

advantages and disadvantages for children to attend early childhood English education, and parental supported 

for their children learning English. The subjects involved of this study were 200 parents whose children were 

studying in kindergartens. They were required to complete questionnaires. Twenty of parents were invited to 

attend the following individual interviews. The results illustrated most parents agreed that infancy is the 

important period for English learning and development. Both bilingual and public kindergarten students’ 

parents emphasized that the learning environment influences the English development of their young children, 

and qualified English teachers should pass the general English proficiency test. The parents from Bilingual 

kindergarten underlined that early childhood English education didn’t affect Chinese learning of their children. 

Most parents agreed their children can get better jobs in the future by taking early childhood English education. 

Bilingual kindergarten parents would provide English Nursery Rhymes CDs, English cartoon, read English 

storybooks, and English teaching DVD for their children’s English learning. But most Public Kindergarten 

parents didn’t. 

Keywords: Early childhood English education, English Learning, Parental Attitudes, Parents’ Perceptions, 

Bilingual Kindergarten. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Gardner (1985) pointed out that parental attitudes take an important part in their children’s second 

language learning. Most parents believe the perfect timing for young children to learn English should 

be as early as possible. It is generally agreed that children have amazing abilities to learn languages. 

Lenneberg (1969) illustrated that children could acquire better success in early childhood language 

learning. Alhussein and Milian (2003) also indicated that children can learn a second language 

successfully at the same time when they are learning the first language, or after they achieve their first 

language. In fact, most Taiwanese could speak Chinese, Hakka or Taiwanese in a highly complex 

language environment since they were children. Alhussein and Milian (2003) and Mushi (2001) 

clarified that children’s brains expand new synaptic connections to supply structures of different 

languages learning at the same time. Many Taiwanese parents had language learning experiences, so 

they believe their children can learn many kind of language at the same time.  

Nowadays, English has became one of the major second foreign language in Taiwan.  

But English learning have some limits on learning environment and Taiwanese unique character. Most 

Taiwanese feel shy and afraid to speak English in social environment. Thus, Taiwanese parents hoped 

their children could speak English like native speakers. So, Taiwanese parents choose bilingual 

kindergartens for children to receive early childhood English education in order to get better English 

abilities (Tavil. 2009; Lao. 2004). Shannon and Milian (2002) indicated that early childhood English 

education can help young children learn better English communication skills, and help them show 

more confidence than the others (Na, 2016; Roopnarine, Shin, Donovan, & Suppal, 2000).  

Na, (2016) emphasized most young children who have received early childhood English education in 

bilingual kindergartens show greater English abilities and speak fluently English like native speakers. 

Lao (2004), Liu & Chien (1998), and Oladejo (2006) designated that Taiwanese Parents have greater 

confidence in the success of children’s English learning and children’s better career opportunities in 

the future by attending early childhood English education in bilingual kindergartens (Shang, 

Ingebritson & Tseng 2007, Romero- gonzalez 2008). 
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However, students seldom communicate with foreigners or speak English during their free time, so 

they can’t speak English frequently although they have received early childhood English education. 

Moreover, some studies still doubted the effective of bilingual learning program in kindergartens. The 

most argument were about the qualification of English teachers (Chang, 2004; Na, 2016; Tsai, 2003; 

Shang, Ingebritson, & Tseng, 2007; Wu, 1998). According to previous studies, most parents believed 

foreign teachers have better qualification to teach English than Chinese English teachers.  

Furthermore, Taiwan government has considered the need of English learning. The English education 

policy has been change children’s better English learning timing several time (Butler, 2004). Parental 

attitudes and the improvement in English education influenced the implementation of the English 

education policy (Chang, 2008). Chang (2008) investigated the effectiveness of Taiwanese Ministry of 

Education (MOE) implemented the new English education policy these years, and found out English 

education policy came across some problems, such as the qualification of English Teachers, the 

employment of English Teachers, the best timing for children to start English learning ..etc. She also 

found out that new English education policy mismatched parental expectation. 

In this study, parental general perceptions toward early childhood English education, and the 

significant differences in parental attitudes toward early childhood English learning between public 

and bilingual kindergartens, were indicated. The research questions were based on the purpose of the 

study as follows: 1.) What are parental general attitudes toward early childhood English education in 

kindergartens?  2.) What are the significant differences in parental attitudes toward early childhood 

English learning between public and bilingual kindergartens? 3.) In parental opinions, what are the 

advantages and disadvantages for children to attend early childhood English education? 4.) How do 

parents support their children learning English? 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1. Parents Attitudes toward English Education  

Parental attitudes are important as they also give an active influence on their children’s language 

learning. Parents exert all their powers on their children’s education (Young, 1994), such like help 

children with their homework and promote children’s second language learning. Language learning is 

a unavoidable procedure in Taiwanese education. Most parents keep positive attitudes toward early 

childhood English education (Barbara, 1996). They provide variety ways to support their children’s 

English learning and contract friendship with teachers. Most parents believe that their children 

attending language learning at early childhood, can gain more effective achievement (Na, 2016). 

Cotton and Wikelund (1989) investicated that parental support on their children’s early English 

education show remarkable results and more powerful effects on the early period. In addition, positive 

parental attitudes can help children resist the tough English learning (Gardner, 1985).  

However, parental attitudes can have both positive and negative effects on the early childhood English 

education. Rosenbuch (1987) pointed out that parents who maintain positive parental attitudes toward 

second language learning work upon their children’s second language learning all the time, and 

encourage children to practice the second language at home. Lee & Ginsburg (2009) exhibited that 

lots of parents believe that bilingual schools can assist children’s development of English 

communication ability, and support the achievements of bilingual education (Na, 2016). In addition, 

parents believe the early childhood English education can enhance children overall learning and 

communicative competence (Lao, 2004; Cava, 1998). Moreover, parents believe their children can 

increase their self-image and confidence by learning a foreign language.   

2.2. The Affection of Early Childhood English Education 

Chang (2008) designated that English is one of the important language in the globalization world. 

Nowadays, English is also the first choice of most parents on second language learning (Chang, 2008; 

Oladejo’s, 2006). English learning become an essential process of school’s curriculum in Taiwan. 

Furthermore, children have more pleasure to take Early childhood English education in the 

kindergartens. Children imitated their English teachers’ pronunciation during learning, and showed 

better English accents and less anxiety on English learning (Finney, Protopapas & Eimas, 1996; Tavil, 

2009). Tsau & Hao (2010) claimed that most students started English learning in kindergartens, but 

different English learning ways also influenced students’ motivation.  
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Recently, early childhood English education has become disputable issue in China (Na, 2016). The 

main reasons of parents’ positive attitudes toward Early childhood English education were they 

believed children could increase English communicative competence, self-confidence, and get better 

career in the future (Cava, 1998; Lao, 2004; Lee & Ginsburg 2009; Griva, & Chouvarda, 2012; 

Saucedo, 1997; Shannon & Milian, 2002; Shang, Ingebritson, & Tseng, 2007; Tseng, 2007). In 

addition,Tsai (2001) explored parental purpose toward bilingual programs of the kindergartens were 

the beliefs that children can gain better job in the future (Lao, 2004; Lindholm-Leary & Borsato, 

2002; Shannon & Milian, 2002; Shin, 2000; Shang, Ingebritson, & Tseng, 2007; Young & Tran, 

1999). These parents also believed children were able to improve English four skills by attended early 

childhood English education and become more intelligent than before. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Subjects 

The subjects involved in this study were 200 parents whose children were studying in kindergartens in 

Pingtung. 100 parents whose children were studying in bilingual kindergartens and 100 parents whose 

children were studying in public kindergartens. Twenty parents of them were invited to attend the 

following individual interviews. Ten of parents were from public kindergartens, and the others were 

from bilingual kindergartens. 

3.2. Instruments 

The instruments of the present study were a questionnaire and individual interviews. First, there were 

40 items on the questionnaire. The questionnaire was designed for parents whose children were 

studying in public or in bilingual kindergartens, and divided into three parts to ask these parents about 

their attitudes toward early childhood English education.  

The first part was to ask the personal data of parents. The second part was involved 40 items and 

divided into five section, the questions of first section were to ask parents’ general attitudes about how 

important, and effective for young children to attend early childhood English education. The second 

section’s questions were to ask these parents about the setting of English learning in bilingual 

kindergartens. The third section was to ask the influence of early childhood English education. The 

fourth section was to ask how parents support for their children’s English learning. The fifth section 

was to ask the benefit of early childhood English learning and parental opinions toward the 

administration of new early childhood English education policy.  

These items were designed in a five-point Likert scale, , ranging from (SA= strongly agree, A=agree, 

UN=unsure, D=disagree, SD=strongly disagree). Finally, at the third part was to explore participants’ 

advices for this questionnaire. The questionnaires were given personally to the parents in the 

kindergartens by the researcher. One hundred questionnaires were given to bilingual kindergartens’ 

parents and One hundred questionnaires were given to public kindergartens’ parents.  

Secondly, for the interviews, each interview was used a digital voice-recording pen to record parents’ 

responses and lasted for about 30 to 45 minutes. Then the researcher translated these responses into 

English. The questions of the interviews were involved as below: (1). Why do you choose to take your 

children to study in this public (bilingual) kindergarten? (2). In parental opinions, what are the 

advantages and disadvantages for children to receive early childhood English education? (3). In 

parental opinions, how does early childhood English education affect children’s Chinese learning? (4). 

How do parents support their children’s English learning? 

3.3. Data Analysis 

The data collected from this study were analyzed both quantitatively and qualitatively. The 

quantitative data were collected from the subjects’ responses to the questionnaire on the Parents 

attitude toward early childhood English education in kindergartens. And to the qualitative data were 

the interviews’ responses. The data was analyzed by IBM SPSS(20.0) to examine the descriptive 

statistics and independent sample t-test. Through the analysis, the researcher hoped to explore parental 

general opinion about the influence of early childhood English education in kindergarten. 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

1. What were Taiwanese parental general attitudes toward early childhood English education? Table 1 

showed the top three general parental attitudes toward early childhood English education in 

kindergartens. 
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Table1. Top three for General Parental Attitudes toward early childhood English education in kindergartens 

(n=200) 

Item Rank Mean SD 

The learning environment influence English development of children 1 3.97 0.64 

Infancy is the important periods for English learning and development 2 3.96 0.57 

Every English teacher of kindergartens should pass the GEPT test 3 3.93 0.64 

Note: Sd = standard deviation, GEPT= the general English proficiency test  

The results for Table 1 showed most parents agreed that The learning environment influence English 

development of children (M =3.97; SD=0.64), and most parents agreed that infancy is the important 

periods for English learning and development (M=3.96; SD=0.57). The results also showed that every 

English teachers of kindergartens should pass the GEPT (the general English proficiency test) test 

(M=3.93; SD=0.64). According to the results of first research question, we can realized most parents 

agreed that infancy is the important periods for English learning and development and the importance 

of English learning environment. Both PK and BK parents emphasized that English teachers should 

pass the general English proficiency test.  

2. What were the significant differences in parental attitudes toward early childhood English learning 

between public and bilingual kindergartens?  

Table2. Means, SD,t, and p for General Parental Perception of the Importance and Effection of Early 

Childhood English Education Between PK and BK (n=200) 

Item Description School 

type 

Mean SD T value Sig Rank 

13. I choose the kindergarten for my children 

depending on whether there was an English 

course or not? 

PK 3.20 .90 -3.06* .00 1 

BK 3.66 .56 

14. Public kindergartens should have basic 

English course 

PK 3.96 .61 2.51* .01 2 

BK 3.66 .59 

2. Learning English in early childhood is more 

effective than in elementary schools 

PK 3.68 .55 -2.17* .03 3 

BK 3.96 .73 

21. It’s good for children to study one hour 

English every day 

PK 3.56 .76 2.06* .04 4 

BK 3.28 .61 

22. It’s more effective for children to study in 

whole day English course every day 

PK 3.28 .83 -2.04* .04 5 

BK 3.60 .73 

32. I took my children to English cram school 

before they entered the elementary school 

PK 3.12 .80 2.04* .04 5 

BK 2.84 .55 

Note: * P< 0.05, PK = Public Kindergarten, BK = Bilingual Kindergarten 

The results showed that there were six significance different parental perceptions between public and 

bilingual kindergartens. The top three were BK parents chose the kindergarten were depending on 

whether there was an English course or not, but PK parents keep the different opinions (t=-3.06* at 

p=0.00). The second one was Public kindergartens should have basic English course (t=2.51* at 

p=0.01). The third one was learning English in early childhood is more effective than in elementary 

schools (t=2.17* at p=0.03). PK parents agreed children study one hour English every day is good for 

them (t=2.06* at p= 0.04). BK parents agreed It’s more effective for children to study in whole day 

English course every day (t=2.04* at p= 0.04). PK parents wanted to take children to English cram 

school before they entered the elementary school (t=2.04* at p= 0.04). 

According to the results, BK parents chose the kindergarten for their children depended on whether 

there was an English course or not, but PK parents didn’t. PK parents hoped public kindergarten could 

have basic English course and they agreed that learning English in early childhood is more effective 

than in elementary schools, but most BK parents didn’t agree with that. 

3. In parental opinions, what are the advantages and disadvantages for children to attend early 

childhood English education? 
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Table3. Percentages for BK Parental Opinions about the Advantage of Early Childhood English Education 

(n=10) 

Category f % Rank 

Children can get good grades in English course in the future 8 40 1 

Children can get better jobs in the future. 5 25 2 

Increase young children’s English ability 4 20 3 

To get the better development of children 3 15 4 

Total 20 100  

Note: BK = Bilingual Kindergarten 

Table4. Percentages for PK Parental Opinions about the Advantage of Early Childhood English Education 

(n=10) 

Category f % Rank 

Children can get good grades in English course in the future 8 40 1 

Increase young children’s English ability 6 30 2 

Children can get better jobs in the future. 4 20 3 

To get the better development of children 2 10 4 

Total 20 100  

Note: PK = Public Kindergarten 

The results showed both PK and BK parents agreed that their children can get good grades in English 

course in the future and increase children’s English ability after taking early childhood English 

education (40%). Most BK parents believed their children can get better jobs in the future (25%). 

Most PK parents believed their children can increase English ability after taking early childhood 

English education (30%). 

4. How do parents support their children learning English? The research question 4 was to explore 

how do parents support their children learning English.  

(1). Why you choose to take your children to study in this public (bilingual) kindergarten?  

Table5. Percentage of BK Parental Reasons for Chose Kindergartens (n=10)  

Category f % Rank 

Receive early childhood English education 10 50 1 

Increase competitiveness 7 35 2 

To fallow social norm 3 15 3 

Total 20 100  

Table6. Percentage of PK Parental Reasons for Chose Kindergartens (n=10) 

Category f % Rank 

No pressure 5 50 1 

Have fun 5 50 2 

Total 10 100  

Note: PK = Public Kindergarten 

The results showed most parents from BK parents chose bilingual kindergarten for their children to 

receive early childhood English education (50%), but PK parents chose public kindergartens for their 

children to have fun and no pressure learning (50%). 

(2). In parental opinions, how early childhood English education affected children’s Chinese learning?  

Table7. Percentage of BK Parental Opinions for how Early Childhood English Education Affected Children’s 

Chinese Learning (n=10)  

Category f % Rank 

English learning didn’t affect Chinese learning 6 60 1 

Forgot Chinese words easily sometimes. 4 40 2 

Total 10 100  

Note: BK = Bilingual Kindergarten 
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Table8. Percentage of PK Parental Opinions for how Early Childhood English Education Affected Children’s 

Chinese Learning (n=10)  

Category f % Rank 

English learning affect Chinese learning 6 60 1 

Forgot Chinese words easily 2 20 2 

Children don’t like to write Chinese 2 20 3 

Total 10 100  

Note: PK = Public Kindergarten 

The results showed BK parents thought English learning didn’t affect their children’s Chinese 

learning (60%), but they also agreed some children sometimes forgot Chinese words easily after 

taking early childhood English education (40%). PK parents thought early childhood English 

education would affect their children’s Chinese learning (60%), and their thought young children 

would forget Chinese words easily (20%) and children didn’t like to write Chinese after taking early 

childhood English education (20%). 

(3). How do parents support their children’s English learning?  

Table9. Percentage for BK Parental Supports for Their Children Learning English (n=10) 

Category f % Rank 

Receive English courses in BK 6 30 1 

Listen to English Nursery Rhymes CDs 6 30 1 

Read English storybooks  4 20 4 

English cartoon 2 10 5 

English teaching DVD 2 10 5 

Total 20 100  

Note: BK = Bilingual Kindergarten 

Table10. Percentage for PK Parental Supports for Their Children Learning English (n=10) 

Category f % Rank 

Nothing 13 65 1 

English cartoon 5 25 2 

Listen to English Nursery Rhymes CDs 2 10 3 

Total 20 100  

Note: PK = Public Kindergarten 

The results showed that parents from BK parents would provide English Nursery Rhymes CDs (30%), 

took their children to Bilingual kindergarten to learn English (30%), and read them English story 

books (20%) to support their children’s English learning. But parents from PK showed the opposite 

opinions that they do nothing (65%) for their children’s English learning, some of them have been 

provided TV program of English cartoon (25%), and English songs to their children(10%). 

5. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

The present study illustrated the proofed of previous studies, and pointed out that most parents agreed 

infancy is the important periods for English learning and development (Alhussein and Milian (2003), 

the importance of English learning environment, and qualified English teachers should pass the 

general English proficiency test. BK parents who chose the kindergarten for their children were 

depended on English course, they believed that their children would more clever and confidence than 

before after taking early childhood English education (Lao, 2004; Shannon & Milian, 2002 & Shin, 

2000), but parents from PK chose the public kindergartens just hope their children could have fun 

learning and no pressure in kindergartens. However, PK parents still hoped public kindergartens 

should adding basic English course.  

Moreover, In parental opinions, the advantages of early childhood English education were children 

can get good grades in English course and increased children’s English abilities. Parents also believed 

their children can get better jobs in the future after taking early childhood English education (Lao, 

2004; Liu & Chien, 1998; Oladejo, 2006; Shang & Ingebritson & Tseng, 2007; Romero-gonzalez, 

2008). For the disadvantage, BK parents thought early English childhood education didn’t affect 
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Chinese learning of their kids, but PK parents maintained the opposite opinions. PK parents 

emphasized children not only forgot Chinese words easily, but also didn’t like to write Chinese after 

English class. However, PK parents didn’t agreed their young children took early English education in 

kindergarten and took whole day English class. 

In fact, because of the globalization in world technology, economy and education, bilingual education 

has upsurge in most kindergarten of China (Na, 2016). Early childhood English education has become 

an important issue. Furthermore, English is one of the important subject of schools curriculum in 

Taiwan. The results displayed that most Taiwanese parents of kindergarten strongly bolstered early 

childhood English education. They believed early childhood English education can provide boost 

opportunities for better career of their children in the future. The results of this study also highlighted 

the importance of better English learning condition for young children. The suggestion for further 

study was to explore school teachers’ and government‘s general attitudes toward early childhood 

English education. To compare the results and suggested Taiwan government draw up the best 

English education policies and create a best language learning environment for young children.  
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