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Abstract: We present the first record of Sylvilagus brasiliensis to Uruará, south western Para State, Brazil. 
This location is outside the known distribution of species and also outside the domain of the Cerrado biome, 

which is usually associated with the geographic distribution of S. brasiliensis. 

 

The tapeti (Sylvilagus brasiliensis), Brazilian cottontail or forest cottontail is a rabbit 20-40 cm long 

(without the tail), and the adult individual may, weigh from 450 to up to 1,200 g. Their ears are short 
(40-61 mm) and his big dark eyes. It has elongated hind legs with four fingers while the former are 

shorter and five fingers. It features short, dense coat; brownish on the back and lighter on the belly. 

There are also sexual dimorphism, with females larger [1]. This species occurs from Tamaluipas 

South, Mexico along the east coast of Mexico (excluding the states of Yucatan, Quintana Roo, 
Campeche and) through Guatemala, (possibly) El Salvador, Honduras, eastern Nicaragua, eastern 

Costa Rica, Panama and through the northern half of South America (except at high altitudes), 

including Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, northern Argentina and most of Brazil. Distribution in the Amazon 
region is unknown and extremely uneven [2, 3, 4]. In deep forest, far from human disturbance, 

occurring in swamps and along the edges of the river. They are not often found primary forest land 

away from the edges [4]. It presents nocturnal habitats alone and the diet of this species includes 
tender grasses and vegetables, plus roots, fruits and seeds of the understory and open areas [1]. 

Sylvilagus brasiliensis is the unique species of Leporidae family not exotic with geographical 

distribution in Brazil (Figure 1). The conservation status of the species according to the IUCN (2017) 

is "least concern". 

 

Figure1. Geographic distribution of Sylvilagus brasiliensis and the new record in the Uruará, south western 

Para State, Amazonia, Brazil 
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To date, the species had not been recorded for municipality of Uruará (200 km of Altamira); 

southwestern Pará, inserted into the Amazon biome. 

Considering the information presented, the occurrence of the species in the region is doubtful. 

However, are common nocturnal meetings on dirt roads, as well as stool samples in growing areas; 

and more specifically, in March 2015, was the first record of S. brasiliensis. An individual was 
photographed in the Vicinal do km 185 south of Transamazon highway (Lat / Lon: 3 ° 46 '52.34 "S, 

53 ° 46' 32.90" W), characterized as pasture Figures 2 and 3). 

 

Figure2. Live view of an adult Sylvilagus brasiliensis collected at Uruará, south western Para State, Amazonia, 

Brazil (Photo by R. Portella). 

 

Figure3. Live ventro-lateral view of an adult Sylvilagus brasiliensis collected at Uruará, south western Para 

State, Amazonia, Brazil (Photo by R. Portella). 

DISCUSSION 
In Brazil, one of the priorities of the agencies responsible for biodiversity conservation, as well as 
researchers, it is to obtain concrete and updated data on the geographical distribution of species. 

Authors such as Reis et al [1] present the map of the distribution of the species without specific data 

records for the region, but in the "other ecological data" it is based on information from the closed or 
open areas as preferential use by the species; and they are common in the city pasture areas on the 

banks of primary forests.  

The loss of habitat from deforestation and human settlement can pose a threat to this species, but the 

effect of deforestation in the abundance of S. brasiliensis is not well known [2]. In Mexico, 
populations declined when the habitat was cleared, but the species is known to inhabit well in pastures 

and secondary forests [5]. According to Durant [6], abundance of S. b. meridensis in high mountains 

of Venezuela was reduced to 0.04 animals / ha compared to the levels previously recorded 4.8 animals 
/ ha due to habitat loss. Note the need for a systematic survey in respect of this kind, since the 

distribution is still not clearly defined, especially in regard to the Amazon region and most of the 

known environmental data were obtained from studies in rabbits in Páramos from Venezuela [2]. 
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