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Abstract: This thesis investigates the teaching situation of English picture books for preschool children in
Zhoushan by means of questionnaire survey and reference of relevant literature. The results show that
educational institutions have very limited use of picture books during their teaching process. The teacher
lacks relevant guidance of English picture book teaching. In addition, most parents cannot guide children to
read English picture books due to their poor English.
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1. RESEARCH BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE

In recent years, Chinese parents are paying more and more attention to children's English education,
which plays a crucial role in their future development. English reading, as we all know, is a vital part
in English learning process. English picture books attract many children with its beautiful picture,
good visual sense and creative story. American library association defines picture books as books that
provide children with visual experience. Unlike other books, children's picture books are illustrated
and use a series of pictures to describe a story, discuss a topic or illustrate a concept. English picture
book reading is in line with children's cognitive characteristics, and has a great influence on children's
language interest, observation ability, imagination and creativity. However, due to the lack of
understanding of English picture books by most parents, though children have a strong interest in
English learning, they cannot be well enlightened, which is not conducive to their future English
learning. Investigating the teaching situation of preschool children's English picture books in
Zhoushan, analyzing the current situation of Zhoushan children's English picture books learning, and
putting forward some corresponding suggestions are important steps to improve children's English
understanding.

More and more researchers have realized that English picture book reading plays an important role in
English language teaching and have carried out many practical researches. In China, some schools in
Taiwan take the lead in applying picture book reading to classroom teaching. In these schools, picture
book teaching is widely used as a teaching method, especially in Chinese teaching activities. As a
literary form with low language difficulty in many literary genres, English literature of children has
been gradually accepted by foreign language teachers and learners in recent years, and introduced into
primary school English classes. Its language difficulty and writing style are suitable for students
whose mother tongue is not English. However, the popularity of English picture books isn't high in
Zhoushan city. Owing to the purpose of drawing public attention to English picture books, we have
conducted a series of surveys on the use of English picture books of preschool children in Zhoushan.
In this survey, | used the questionnaire survey method and interview method. The questionnaires were
divided into institutional and parental categories. As to institutional category, | designed 14 questions.
8 questions of them are aimed at the institutions which have already used English picture book as their
teaching tool, while the others are for the institutions which haven't. For parental categories, |
designed 15 questions. 7 questions of them are aimed at the parents who have bought English picture
books for their children, and the others are for parents who haven't. All of the questionnaires were
issued and then collected on July, 2018.
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2. CURRENT SITUATION AND EXISTING PROBLEMS OF ENGLISH PICTURE BOOKS TEACHING IN
ZHOUSHAN

For the institutions which have already used English picture books as their teaching tool, the data is
shown in the table below. (Table1-2)

Tablel.
The agency' s attitude A B. C. D.
towards using English very supportive indifferent not supportive
picture books in the supportive
classroom 74% 22% 4% 0%
The role of English A B. C. D.
picture books in your | main textbook |auxiliary teaching extra- entertain-
classroom book curricular reading book ing book
55% 26% 11% 8%

From tablel we can see that most of the institutions' attitude is supportive, which means that English
picture books, to a large extent, show their positive influences on preschool children’s English
learning process. The roles of English picture books are mostly chosen as main textbook, then
auxiliary teaching books. It seems that most institutions have realized the importance of English
picture books. With the popularity of English picture book teaching, more and more organizations
will realize the versatility and practicality of picture books.

Table2.
Frequency of using English A. once B. once C. once D. less than 3
picture books as a teaching tool a week two weeks a month times a semester
95% 5% 0% 0%
Have you received any special A B. C. D.
training in English picture yes someone no,but we want | no, and we are
book teaching? learn on hisown | to be taught not interested
46% 0% 54% 0%
Are you satisfied with the A B. C. D.
teaching effect of using English | very satisfied satisfied not so bad not satisfied
picture books in class? 85% 10% 5% 0%

Table2 gives us more detailed information on the use of English picture books in class. Most
institutions insist on using English picture books as a teaching tool and many of them are satisfied
with the teaching effect of using English picture books, which means that they prefer continuing using
English picture books in the future. However, from the table we can also find that more than half of
the agency staff claimed that they did not receive any training of English picture book teaching. The
lack of training is not only ineffective for teachers to carry out English picture book teaching, but also
makes students feel difficult in the process of learning, thus reducing their interest in English learning.
If the institutions can intensify the training of teachers in this aspect, it is believed that both teachers
and students can make better use of English picture books in the near future.

Besides, agency staff also answered the question of What are the main difficulties in using English
picture books as a teaching tool ? The staff told us that the institutions did not have the funds to
purchase English picture books, so they must purchase this type of books on their own so as to carry
out picture book teaching. This reflects the fact that although institutions have realized the importance
of English picture book teaching, they have little enthusiasm in teaching in this way and still follow
the traditional English teaching method. Most teachers believe that it is difficult to introduce picture
book teaching and keep students interested in reading because of the time and classroom objectives.
Although teachers recognize that children's works such as picture books can effectively improve
students' interest in learning, there are few attempts. Institutions are not planning to invest money in
buying English picture books in short terms. Another answer was, as we have mentioned before,
teachers were not well-trained in English picture books teaching. They lacked the understanding of
picture books, graded reading and standards, so they couldn't provide corresponding guidance for
students' learning of picture books. Moreover, we have asked staff who worked in such institutions to
give some suggestions on the development of English picture book in Zhoushan. They offered a few

International Journal of Humanities Social Sciences and Education (IJHSSE) Page | 29



Investigation on the Current Teaching Situation of English Picture Books for Preschool Children in
Zhoushan and Its Commercial Prospects

opinions to us, for example, home-school integration, which means not only for children to use in the
classroom, but also to read at home. It is hoped that relevant educators can publicize English picture
books and enhance parents' awareness of the role of English picture books in children's English
learning.

For the institutions which haven't used English picture books as their teaching tool, we asked them
several questions. (Table3)

To begin with the most basic question Why doesn't your organization use English picture books as a
teaching tool, they gave their answers. After sorting out these answers, we put them into the following
categories. First, institutions help parents to coach their children in the summer vacation, so the
children not only learn English, but also learn all the subjects, they can't spend most of their time on
English. Second, children do not understand the meaning of English picture books. Even though New
Concept English and Cambridge English have been used as teaching materials, children cannot fully
understand and learn this kind of knowledge. Children are too young to remember, so they cannot
really learn so much English words or expressions. The teaching principle of some institution is basic
education, that is just to create an English learning atmosphere. Third, because they aim at
personalized education and help children make steady progress in basic subjects, English picture
books are not suitable for exams. These are the main reasons why institutions haven’t used English
picture books in class. Teaching practice shows that in areas where picture books are introduced in the
classroom, the English proficiency of students is improved to varying degrees. Obviously, the neglect
of the role of English picture books by institutions, teachers' ignorance of English picture books, and
parents' educational attitude of only dealing with examinations result in that children cannot have
access to English picture books when they at the best age of learning foreign language. At the present
stage, more and more education experts and educators at home and abroad are also more and more
convinced that "English picture book reading” is an essential part of the development of preschool
children' English reading ability.

Some information are shown in the form of tables.

Table3.
Do you think the learning of English A B. C. D.
picture books helps children's reading |yes, quite a lot | just assist English| not very no
ability? study in the school helpful
75% 16% 9% 0%
In the future, how likely are you to A B. C. D.
include English picture books in teaching| 80-100% 50-80% 20-50% 0-20%
materials or supplementary materials? |17% 36% 32% 15%
Do you think that English picture books | A.yes, these B. C. no, the future of
will gain good business prospects inthe | books helpa | we don’t know |English picture books is
future of Zhoushan City? lot still not very optimistic
64% 15% 21%

From table3, the data shows us that more than 90% of the institutions, though they haven't used
English picture books as their teaching tool, they believe that the learning of English picture books
helps children's reading ability. This is a true evidence that they don't deny the effectiveness of
English picture books, but they still follow the common teaching way. It will be a tough process if
they plan to do some changes. Those institutions' preferences towards the possibility of using English
picture books in the future are lower than 50%. This may have something to do with the lack of
knowledge of English picture books among these institutions. According to the definition of English
picture books by these institutions in the survey, many of them believe that picture books are
children's books composed of pictures and texts, with many pictures but few words, or even only
pictures without words. Other institutions consider picture books to be different from illustrated
storybooks, which are the same with words plus pictures, while picture books are text illustrations. It
also has a certain relationship with the reading amount and reading interest of the teachers themselves,
so there are few cases that teachers introduce picture books into the classroom. Compared with the
previous answers which seem not optimistic, in the last question, most institutions believe that the
development of English picture books in Zhoushan has great potential in the future. This result cannot
be separated from the effect that English picture books have achieved good educational effects in
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some regions in China. Institutions may want to gradually change their teaching methods, or they may
still follow the previous teaching methods. Their choices must have a great impact on the
development of English picture books in Zhoushan city.

These institutions which haven't used English picture books gave us some advice that may be helpful
to their future development in Zhoushan. Appropriate picture books should be selected for children of
different ages, and a grading system should be adopted for picture books. Communicate with some
foreign institutions. English courses for children should be offered to improve preschool children's
literacy of basic words. To develop children's English reading habits, skills and abilities, teachers'
own English literature literacy is particularly critical. Parents should help their children read English
picture books at home. In Zhoushan, parents don't pay much attention to English picture books. The
government and schools should vigorously promote the use of English picture books. Now we have
entered the "e-book" reading era, there are many electronic picture book resources, and the corresponding
audio and video can meet different reading needs. Teachers and children should make full use of network
resources to teach and learn picture books. Picture books assist English classroom teaching and improve
classroom teaching efficiency. Teachers should give full play to their creative thinking and design flexible
and diverse teaching activities in combination with the characteristics of picture books, so as to fully
mobilize students' enthusiasm in such aspects as watching, listening, guessing, speaking, reading, writing,
drawing and acting, and actively participate in the study of picture books.

3. PRESENT PURCHASING CONDITION OF ENGLISH PICTURE BOOKS IN ZHOUSHAN

For parents who have bought English picture books for their children, the table is shown as follows.
(Table4-5)

Table4.
How many English picture books are A B. C. D.
there in your family now? 0 0~10 11~30 30+
0% 62% 25% 13%
How much time do you spend reading A B. C. D.
English picture books with your child 0~15min 15~30min 30~60min 60min—+
every day? 23% 45% 29% 3%
How much time does your child spend A B. C. D.
on reading English picture books every 0~15min 15~30min 30~60min 60min—+
day? 35% 42% 19% 4%

From table4, we can find that parents tend to buy a few English picture books and read these books
with their children at home. The time parents spend on reading English books with their children has
great relationship with the time that children read on their own. The more time they invest in reading,
the more time their children spent on reading. Parents can always be of great help to their children in
learning. If parents accompany their children to learn English picture books, then parents should have
some basic English knowledge. Parents' understanding of English knowledge will greatly increase
children' s interest in learning English. Therefore, the English level of parents plays a key role in
whether they buy English picture books or not. When children read English picture books, the biggest
resistance is no one to guide, indicating that children have strong dependence on parents or teachers,
and their ability to learn independently is weak, but they have the awareness of self-learning. With the
popularization of compulsory education in China and the increase of the proportion of
undergraduates, more and more parents are more likely to speak fluent English in the future. It will be
more common for parents to teach English to children at home, which are important in the
development of English picture books all over the country.

Tableb.
Does English picture book improve |A. Significantly| B. improved | C. not improved D. not
children's interest in learning English?| improved obviously improved at all
39% 43% 18% 0%
After learning English picture books, | A. reading B. listening | C. writing ability | D. expression
which aspect do you think your child's ability ability ability
English ability has been improved? 92% 63% 37% 42%
(Multiple choices)
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We can find that most parents think children's interest in learning English have been improved a lot.
In the survey, there is a question called Do you support the use of English picture books as a textbook
in English classes? 1 means oppose and 5 means strongly support. Parents can choose any number
from 1 to 5 to express their preferences towards English picture book. As expected, most parents
choose the number between 3 and 5. The second question at table5 shows us that children's reading
ability and listening ability have been improved greatly. Besides, in the question In addition to these
abilities, what do you think of the impact of English picture books on children? Some parents hold the
view that English picture books are about foreign customs, which can let children understand Western
culture and learn to accept cultural differences between China and the West. Furthermore, some
children are very motivated because the English picture book is lively and interesting. The vivid
paintings in English picture books can bring children unlimited imagination. The painting techniques
and styles of English picture books can guide children to feel the beauty of the surroundings. English
picture books provide children with excellent language learning experience. A good English picture
book is not only a book that can inspire children's imagination, but also a fabulous example of
language application. English picture books provide real life situations and rich vocabulary for
children to learn English and help them develop their language skills. English picture books can lay
the foundation for the development of children's abilities in all aspects. The content of English picture
books and repeated sentences can enhance children's confidence in reading. Through picture books,
children can effectively understand British and American culture and benefit their English learning.

Moreover, some parents put forward their opinions on the teaching of English picture books. They
advocate diversified teaching contents and forms, and increase interaction between teachers and
children. The selection of English picture books in teaching should be closely related to children's life
experience and in line with children's psychological characteristics, age, intellectual factors and
cognitive ability, etc. Teachers should choose those original picture books with repetitive contents and
consistent with children's cognitive structure to make children fall in love with English learning.
Teachers should set teaching goals. According to the overall teaching objectives of the course and the
actual situation of the school, teachers should make the purpose of English picture book reading clear.
Since children of different ages have different learning characteristics, the target positioning at picture
book teaching should also be different. As the content of picture books is relatively simple, in order to
better cultivate children's imagination, teachers should assign preview homework, hoping that
children can read these books with guestions. It is recommended that teachers divide the teaching of
English picture books into three stages. The first stage is pre-reading, in which children are allowed to
have a reading guide on the cover of picture books. The second stage is while-reading, which enables
children to understand the general idea of picture books and obtain specific or detailed information
through reading. The third stage is post-reading, whose main purpose is to train children to obtain the
ability of grasping as much information as they can and improve their humanistic quality.

Table6.

How about parents' A. we can't B.wecanonly | C. we are capable of D. we have a really
English reading read English read simple reading all kinds of good command of
ability? books at all English books | English picture books English
31% 46% 19% 4%
Do you read Chinese A B.
or English books yes no
with your child? 83% 17%

From table6, we can see that most parents' English level is not high, which is not a good thing for
children to learn English. Nearly a third of parents in Zhoushan can't read English books at all. To
develop children's English reading habits, skills and abilities, parents' own English literature literacy
is particularly critical. They can't teach children by themselves. That may explain why there are so
many parents haven't bought any English picture book yet. As to the second question, we must get to
know the importance of parent-child reading. Parent-child reading can cultivate children's interest in
reading language and make them love books. It can also greatly improve children's reading ability,
develop their intelligence and creative thinking. The majority of parents interviewed by us have the
habit of accompanying children to read. Therefore, their lack of knowledge of English must be an
obstacle for them to buy English picture books. This leaves the task of teaching children to read
English picture books almost entirely to the teacher. However, the latest concept of early childhood
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English education is to tell parents that children's English learning can be completely achieved by
reading the original English picture books. Some parents worry that their children do not have
sufficient English words, so they cannot understand. In fact, a large number of picture books have
provided great help for children to understand the content of picture books. Children can understand
the content of the picture book by looking at the pictures in the picture book and combining their own
English knowledge and guess. Of course, it will be better if someone explains some more. Therefore,
we encourage parents to buy more English picture books for their children.

4. DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENT PROSPECTS OF ENGLISH PICTURE BOOKS

In China, some schools in Taiwan take the lead in applying picture book reading to classroom
teaching. In these schools, picture book teaching is widely used as a teaching method, especially in
Chinese teaching activities.

4.1. Awareness of the Importance of English Picture Books

The good news is that though some parents have not purchased English picture books for the time
being, they are not ignorant of the role of English picture books. In the interview, some parents
admitted that they had heard of English picture books and also knew the benefits of English picture
books for children. In the question If the school uses English picture books in classes, when parents
need to purchase a certain amount of picture books, are you willing to buy?, most parents chose "yes"
as their answers. If parents are willing to buy picture books, teachers should make full use of English
picture books to teach children in classes. Teachers can choose picture books with moderate difficulty
for children to read. Words that children know or do not know will appear in English picture books,
and the repeated appearance of this word will deepen their memory of the word. This is far different
from rote memorization. Children can understand and memorize in a pleasant reading way, so it is
more effective. If children like these funny stories, they will keep reading them over and over again,
according to Wang Peiting, a parenting expert.

4.2.Constructive Advice on Picture Books Teaching

These parents also gave us their advice on English picture book teaching. A mother mentioned that
she hoped picture books can attract children's attention. Just like the detective stories which are
suitable for children to read, English can be integrated into the detective plots to attract children's
attention. Some parents said that their children had learned English in Wayne education institution
since childhood, and had basically mastered some dialogues and words. They hoped that there could
be a kind of picture book that could simply make a few key words into a dialogue or story, so as to
deepen the impression of their children and constantly push them to truly master some English words
through memorizing and reading. They also wanted the story to be short and profound, like a fable,
which is suitable for preschool children to learn English.

5. CONCLUSION

English picture book reading, especially in the primary stage, needs the strong support of teachers and
parents. Teachers' strategic guidance and parents' creativity are important means to promote children's
reading. The school can regularly report to parents the ideas and specific implementation steps of
reading activities, students' recent reading of English picture books, etc., to win the unanimous
support of parents. In class, role play and other activities are carried out to test students' understanding
and mastery of the contents of picture books, so that they can feel the practicality of the words and
sentences learned in picture books and the sense of achievement after reading English picture books.
Many words and sentences shown in picture books are fresh and vivid, which are rarely seen by
children in the textbooks. Such subtle learning can enrich students' accumulation of words and
improve their language use ability. At the same time, English picture book reading is usually
combined with diversified teaching activities, which can greatly promote their English listening,
speaking, reading and writing abilities. Every process of preschool English teaching is full of strongly
emotional factors. Emotional teaching is an important method and approach to English teaching, and
picture book teaching can make this emotional teaching more concrete. Picture books have a profound
influence on children's emotional education. In the process of reading stories, children not only get the
correct guidance of life values, a good learning attitude and the cultivation of living habits, but also
obtain the ability to survive in the society and get along with others.
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Through the above investigation and study, we find that the popularity of English picture books in
Zhoushan is lower than in developed cities. In view of the fact that many parents in Zhoushan have
realized the importance of English picture books in the growth of children and the institutions are
gradually incorporating English picture books into the teaching category, the prospects of English
picture books in Zhoushan are very promising. English picture books are no longer a new thing, and
its development in Zhoushan requires us to continuously practice and explore.
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